
\4IHEN conductor Mark
Minkowski bowed to
aclarowledge the coPious
applause at the end ofthe
second of his all-Schubet
evenings, so did all the
musicians h his crack period_
i$tmment ensemble les
Mrsiciens dtr Louvre Grenoble.
lfs a small detail, and although
it seemed strange at first
orcheshal players invariably
standstock 5till while the
conductor laps up the adulation

given the mrsicians' higtrly
indvidual playing, and the
gloriously characterlirl sound
thev produced in which everY
section came through Ioud and
clear, in fact it was or y ghl

But tlte orchesha! gritty,
detailed, radiantly complex
sound was onlv one of the
concert's glori6s, Players and
condrrctor alike clearlv loved the
two khubert sympho'nies they
perform ed - the brief, youdthrl
no.3 and grand, expansive
'Gredt'C moi.rr - and thev
attacked theh wirh passion and
vigour, never overplaying the
former piece's naive lyricism,
while nigotiating the lattert

witn
a sure sense of and
a noble cladty. Articulation
was well-nigh impeccablg
rhlthms were beautifully crisp,
:nd smrcnrres conveved with
piercing insighl OD t}te several
occasions that Minkowski threw
open his arms as if to welcome
the sorurd he drew ftom his
band, it feltjust what the
audience wanted to do too.
DAVID KETTLE


