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NOT so much a Chrisunas
concert, more a novelty hat
competition Reindeer antlers,
Clrristmas cakes and even a
plump turkey adomed the heads
ofthe eager RSNO players But
few could match the scarlet kilt,

fl ashing sporran and ice-white
polar bear boots of conductor
Christopher BelL

Yes, the RSNO attacked their
annual Chrisfinas party with
relish But if it was a chance
for the players to let their hair
down - cue spinning basses and
dancing trombones - they made
sure they took their enthusiastic
audience with thern

Despite the celebratory
atrnospherg thoug[ there

was no compronusrngon
musical quality. Richard Bissill's
Cinnstnas Camivalmadea
dashing opener, setting familiar
seasonal tunes in agrandly
sr,rieeping Hollywood style -
and showcased the orchestra's
powerfu[ colourfrrl playng

The shovr/s cenhepiece -
Howard Blake's The Snowman,
complete with film - had
abit of trouble with sound
balance Libby McArthur's

urgent narration sometimes
drowned out the orchestra's
more delicate passages. But
treble Michael Smith gave a
confident, captivating accormt
of the lamou Wo lking in the
Alr, and the orchestra was
frrll ofappropriate wonder at
Raymond Briggs's tearful tale.

Things went properly wild
in the second ha[ thougtl with
sleigh rideg snorarflakes, and
carols and sonp for audience

and choir. And the RSNO Ctrorus
was on exceptional forrrL with
a rictr, beautifi rlly balanced and
impeccably enunciated sound
-but the RSNO's trombonists
probably werent told they'd
end up dancingas penguins
in front of the orchestrawhen
they sigrredtheir contracts. All
great fru1 and carried off with
generous spirit and a warm
hearl
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