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It was The Nutcracker, all
right, butnotasanybody knew
it. Except conductor John
Mauceri, whose brainchild
TheNutcrackerand the Mouse
Kingwas, andwho conducted
the world premiere perform-
ance with the RSNO and one
Alan Cumming as narrator.

Figuring thatthe storyline of
Tchaikovsky's well-loved sea-
sonal ballet forms only one
small part of ETA Hoffmann’s
original epic tale, Mauceri
has raided other Tchaikovsky
works for snippets and move-
ments to accompany the rest
of the story, narrated against
aconstantlychanging orches-
tral backdrop. The result is
surprising, illuminating —
and long. My, it is long. Billed
as65minutes, itran to almost
90, and needs some merciless
cutting to bring it under con-
trol. But the potential’s there
for Mauceriscreationtoflyas
aChristmasfamilytreat, espe-
cially when given as captivat-
inga performanceasitwasby
Cummingand the RSNO, both
on excellent form.

Cumming played things
relatively straight, but
clearly relished the mel-
odramatic, flamboyant
fairytale storytelling, and
dovetailed immaculate-
ly with Mauceri’s musi-
cal direction. If at times
things got sickly sweet, at
othersCumminginjecteda
salty tang of the grotesque,
clearlyrevellingin thetale’s
more macabre corners.

Stranger, though, was
Mauceri’s rather four-
square, unyielding direc-
tion in some of the length-
ier instrumental music,
and also in the excerpts
from The Snow Maiden
and The Sleeping Beau-
ty as if in a rush to move
things forward rather than
wallowing in the moment.
His three movements
from Prokofiev’s Cinderel-
la made for a refreshingly
sharp-edged counterpoint,
carried off with vigour.
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Of the three works includ-
ed in this 80th birthday



