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YOU can almost guarantee
you won't get an everyday,
run-of-the-mill classical con-
cert (whatever that is) when
Pekka Kuusisto’s on stage.
Instead, the ace Finnish vio-
linist—and, a recent addition
tohiscraft, conductor—teases,
prods and provokes, butting

contrasting composers and -

styles, even ensembles, up
against each other in events
that are free-flowing, playful
and gently challenging.
Which was exactly the case
with hisdazzling concertwith
the Scottish ChamberOrches-
tra, the first of three this sea-
son as a featured artist. First
he mixed Bach and contem-
porary Swedish composer
AndersHillborg,amarshmal-
lowy account of the former’s
Third Brandenburg Concer-
to with a select group of nine
SCOstrings, playingasthough
entirely for their own pleas-
ure and friendship, followed
by the madcap but very mov-
ing Bach Materia by the latter.
Hillborg’s creation was full of
crazy switches betweenstyles,
whistlingand humming from
Kuusistoassoloist,a Hendrix-
inspired duet from Kuusisto
and SCO principal bassist

aiiiiidl, alid Aitiivud s iy iy
has changed in the 125 years
since Oscar Wilde's A Woman
OfNoImportancefirstopened
in London, the fact that those
changes have not gone far
enough still give the play a
stingingrelevancetothetimes
welive in.

At the centre of the drama
stands a man called Lord Ill-
ingworth, a British establish-
ment figure whois notexactly
a politician, butwhononethe-
less wields social power, sta-

Nikita Naumov, all delivered
with winning panache and
suitable theatricality.

Itwasa more reflective Kuu-
sistowhoreturned aloneafter
theinterval, however, tointer-
mingle three dances from
Bach’s Third Partitawith three
Finnish folktunes—beautiful-
ly unadorned, quiet, tripping-
ly rhythmic and frankly hard
to tell apart, which was surely
the point.

He closed, however, with a
conductor’s baton in his hand
and the SCO in front of him.
And if his Sibelius Fifth Sym-
phony was sometimes a lit-
tle foursquare, it made up for
that with abundant wonder
andsincerity. Itwasastartling
evening that drew a packed
audience, and one that reaf-
firmedthesharedjoysofhear-
ingand making music.
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