
CHILDREN OF MINE
Dark tragedy retold at screaming pitch aaa

Aberfan South Wales, 1966r I16 chldren de when

" 'rF"p o' 'ora[ dab ,' . do\ oov r1l d d b .'io\
Pantglas Junor Schoo. N/arkJermins angry theatre
piece chartsthe traumatic 24 hours when tragedy
struck. with exceptonaly polshed performances from
nine yoLrng Welsh actors, who combne narraion,
character sation. s ng ng and movement n an
evocal ve hyrnn to those ost. They re extremely we I

driled and brsting wth energy, and it's hard not to be
bowled over bythe sheer power ofther de rvery

Its a shame then, thattheir passon wasn't
harnessed n a more maginative thoughtill
way We're told rather than shown rnost ofthe
day's events, too often by the whol-^ grolrp n a
re ent ess y aggressve unison.

The ever increas ng grlef is rnostly aaricu ated at
a scream ngly h gh eve ol intensty. And athough
there are bref moments of poetry and reflect on
the physcal nterludes though a bl opaque come
as wecome breaks from the surround ng angush
they're too few to grve the show the ght and shade
it needs. lt's a sadLy m ssed oppofiunty, given the
cornm tment and strik ng ab t es ol the pedormers.
(David Kett e)

a Venue 13. 07A74 2A1313, until2l Aug, l8 (tO).


