
IT WAS an ambitious and wide-
Enging proganme that the
hodsky qlartet players had
chosen for their lunchtime
concer! part of dre enterprising
formighdy series in Glasgow's
MerchanCs HalI And $ere
was no mistaking the vigour
with which they attacked it - a
Iittle too vehemendy at times.
It was dEmatic stufq high on
passion and enerry, yet despite
the musicians' easy-going
inhoductions, yet sometimes
you longed for a little more
straighdorwardness and simple
beautv iD tieir playing

Ihe Schubert OB.rtettsatz in
C minor is often a genial concert
openel but in the Brodslas'
hands it berame a seething;
schizophenic beast, swinging
wildlvbetween tormented
angei and soupy lyricism with

theatricel abandorL All far too
exheme Puccini! sorIo$t
Girantend wdtten in a single
evening following the death
of the composert benefactor,
allowed fiIst violinist Daniel
Rowland to demonstute
his dcl! slrlpy tong but the
players pr.rlled the rhythm
about so much in the search
for exprcssiveness that they
sometimes lost the sense of line.

With its theatrical twists
ard turns, Wolfs quirky Iraiirn
Serenade seemed made for
the Brodsky ptayers, and they
gave a colourfirl if somewhat
harddriven pedormance.
Things mellowed, though
thanki.rlly - in the Debussy

Quarte! where they struck a nice
balance between pastel-coloured
languour and sharp definition
Viola player Paul Cassidy
was nimble in the sparlding
schetz of nickv figurations, and
their slow movement was fi.rll of
sonorous intensity.
DAVID KETTLE


