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'That piece reall,v packs a punch!' Clarinettist

aDd composer Mark Simpson is talling about

the 2002 Clarinct Concerto by Finnish composer

Ntagnus Lindberg, which he performs rvitb

rhe BBC Philharmonic in Prom 4.'li's oDc ofthe
best contemporary ciariner con.ertos around, iI

whais so great about it? Simpson doesn\ kno$

Nhere to srarr. 'lr hae a real lyrical quality and

very rich harmonies. lr's alw.rys vibranr, full of
life, encrgetic, nlovins fonvard.' And fearsonely

dcma ding on irs soloist, roo. I've plai"ed ir rhree

or taur rimes orer the past decade.lt\ fiendishly

-rf6..,.r. bur I .(cl r,.).^f'l.nJl'1. p r nair
oow'Parr of the work\ difficu)ry lies in the

u-u'u,r Ce n;nd, I in.lbers pli.(\,,n hi\.oloi.r.
including muhiphonics - ph-ving wLole chords

r.rther rhan single notes. 'lt almost sounds like a

disrortrd guitar. It's a crunchy, dirry sounclwith

a dark, metalliccolour- not rhe kind ofthing
vou d cxpect from a clarinct.'

In l00h ) -tr , (,Ired rhe ,rn .;r.e Jr*rnrrrnn
of $ inrrins both the BBC's Youns Musici,rn

colnpetition as a clarinerrisr aDd the BBC I'}roms/

C,!r/d,r?7 YoL,ng Conposers Comperirion. l-{ow

h'rve rhose awarls helped his careeri They

Br\i ,re e,rorri,u\.\p.'ure. h..',..'l ".r.
sr glrreful but I alx; feLt r sense of naivety,

$ I srepped back fronr the limelight ancl wenr

to universiry. I Dever rcally let it de6ne me.'


